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SUB J : SADAT BACKGROUNDER FOR EGYPTIAN PRESS 

1. PRESIDENT SADAT CALLED EDITORS OF EGYPTIAN DAILIES TO 
ASWAN FOR BACKGROUNDER MARCH 10. SESSION WAS CONDUCTED 
IN PRESENCE SENIOR GOE ADVISORS ALSO SUMMONED TO ASWAN 
FOR PRIVATE MEETING WITH SADAT. THESE ADVISORS INCLUDED 
PRIMIN HEGAZI, MININT SALIM, ASU HEAD HAFIZ GHANIM, 

PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY SPEAKER MART, AND MININFO ABU AL-MAGD, 
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ALREADY IN ASWAN FOR KISSINGER VISIT. 

2. RELIABLE JOURNALISTS WHO ATTENDED BACKGROUNDER, 

TELL US SADAT ADVISED PRESS TO TAKE HIS OWN 
BALANCED AND TRANQUIL VIEW OF EVENTS. REFUSING 

TO COMMENT ON ANY FACET OF SECRETARY'S VISIT PER SE, 

HE EMPHASIZED THAT WHETHER NEGOTIATIONS SUCCEED OR FAIL. 
THERE IS NO ROOM FOR EMOTIVE REPORTING. IF NO PROGRESS 
IS ACHIEVED, THEN GOE MUST SIMPLY TRY AGAIN. THERE WOULD 
BE NO USEFUL PURPOSE SERVED IN DEFAMING USG OR US DIPLOMACY, 
HE ADDED. 

3. ASKED ABOUT VARIOUS OTHER FOREIGN AFFAIRS ISSUES, INCLUDING 
GOE RELATIONS WITH SARG, LARG, AND PALESTINIANS, SADAT SAID 
NOTHING NEW, USING THE OCCASION TO PROJECT CALM, SELF- 
CONFIDENT IMAGE. ON PLO, FOR EXAMPLE, HE REPORTEDLY CON- 
FINED HIS REMARKS TO PRO FORMA STATEMENT OF PALESTINIAN 
NATIONAL RIGHTS. 

COMMENT: PURPOSE OF BACKGROUNDER WAS APPARENTLY TO 
ENSURE LOCAL REPORTING REMAINS RELATIVELY STRAIGHTFORWARD 
AND NON-SENSATIONALIST, PARTICULARLY IN EVENT OF FAILURE 
OF CURRENT EFFORTS ARRANGE SECOND STAGE SINAI DISENGAGEMENT. 
"BE LIKE ME," SADAT REPORTEDLY SAID, "RELAXED AND SELF- 
CONFIDENT." 
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